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NOTIFICATION TO ATTEND MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT SPC 

 
TO BE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CITY HALL, DAME STREET, DUBLIN 2., 

 
ON WEDNESDAY, 9 MARCH 2016 AT 4.00 PM 

 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, 9 MARCH 2016 
 

  PAGE 
 
1   Minutes of the meeting held on 25th November 2015 (copy attached)   

 
1 - 4 

2   Matters arising   
 

 

3   Chairpersons Business   
 

 

4   Establishment of a Subcommittee – Waste Regulations   
 

 

5   Revised SPC scheme (report attached)   
 

5 - 14 

6   Correspondence (See attached)   
 

 

7   Draft Litter Management Plan (Plan & report attached)   
 

15 - 52 

8   Climate Change Subcommittee update report   
 

53 - 58 

9   Dublin Waste to Energy update report   
 

59 - 62 

10   Dublin City Flood Risk Management   
 

63 - 88 

11   Motion referred from the City Council’s January meeting in the name of Councillor 
Jim O’ Callaghan 
 
“In the wake of the devastation which has been wreaked on both the west coast of 
Ireland and the midlands in recent weeks arising from the stormy weather, and 
having regard to the risks arising from high tides and further stormy weather in the 
coming months, this Council resolves that the Council shall act to ensure that 
residents along the sea in Sandymount, Irishtown and Ringsend are given 
adequate protection from the risk of flooding, and notes, in particular, that the 
system whereby a small number of sandbags are left at gates or made available 
for collection in containers in car parks along the Strand is inadequate in 
circumstances where:  

89 - 90 
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1) the relevant car parks are the first areas closed off so cars must be parked on 
the road which in itself is a traffic hazard;  
2) there is quite a distance to carry the bags to the cars;  
3) Most people can only carry one bag at a time as they are quite heavy. Many, 
for various reasons, are not in a position to carry a bag at all; and  
4) Many cars can take only circa five bags whereas the requirements in all cases 
will be for many, many more bags.  
 
This Council notes further that the alternative to proving comprehensive 
protection, which is the risk of catastrophic flooding, especially given the intensity 
of such storms in winter 2015/16, is unacceptable.” 
 

12   Motion referred from the Protocol Committee’s January meeting 
 
“The Manager then referred to a report to be circulated re Postering. Members 
expressed their displeasure at the recurring breaches of the Postering Protocols 
and requested that enforcement action be taken, They further requested that the 
Environment SPC examine current bye-laws, especially in relation to public 
meetings held by politicians and resultant posters.” 
 

91 - 92 

13   A.O.B.   
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Notification to attend the meeting of the above Committee to be held in the  
Council Chamber, City Hall 9th March 2016 at 4.00 pm to deal with the items on the agenda. 

 

 

DECLAN WALLACE 
DIRECTOR OF TRAFFIC 
 
Dated this the 2nd March 2016 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO EACH MEMBER OF THE ENVIRONMENT  

STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

 

Correspondence to : 
Ciarán McGoldrick 
Tel:  2223862 
E-mail: 
ciaran.mcgoldrick@dublincity.ie 
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This Council notes further that the alternative to proving comprehensive protection, which is 

the risk of catastrophic flooding, especially given the intensity of such storms in winter 

2015/16, is unacceptable.” 

12. Motion referred from the Protocol Committee’s January meeting 
“The Manager then referred to a report to be circulated re Postering. Members    expressed 
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enforcement action be taken, They further requested that the Environment SPC examine 
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To the Lord Mayor and           Report No 60/2016 
Members of Dublin City Council                    Report of the Chief Executive 
 

 
 

 

Revision 4 of Dublin City Council Strategic Policy Committees Scheme  
2014 - 2019 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Introduction 
 

Under Section 48 Local Government Act 2001, as amended by Section 41 of the Local 
Government Reform Act 2014, a local authority shall establish by resolution Committees to be 
known as Strategic Policy Committees to consider matters connected with the formulation, 
development, monitoring and review of policy which relate to the functions of the local authority and 
to advise the local authority on those matters.  
 

Following the Local Elections in May 2014, Dublin City Council considered a draft SPC Scheme at 
its meetings on the 23rd June, 7th July and 1st September 2014, in line with the Guidelines published 
by the DoECLG entitled “Strategic Policy Committees Guidelines for Establishment & Operation” 
August 1999 and the Guidelines set out in Circular LG07/2014 – both of which are now 
underpinned by the LG Act 2001 and the Local Government Reform Act, 2014. At its meeting on 
the 6th October 2014, the City Council approved the final Dublin City Council Strategic Policy 
Committees Scheme 2014 – 2019, setting out the full membership as agreed at that time. On the 
10th November 2014, the City Council approved a revision of the SPC Scheme as set out in Report 
No 130/2015. 
 

The process of setting up the PPN (Public Participation Network) in Dublin City was completed in 
late 2015 and the sectoral places previously held by the Dublin City Community Forum become 
PPN places. Elections were held and nominees were chosen to represent the PPN on the relevant 
SPCs. At its meeting on the 11th January 2016 the City Council considered Report No 19/2016 and 
agreed that as the Environmental Pillar was subsumed into the PPN the places on two SPCs 
previously allotted to it should be  re-designated as PPN places.  
 

 
Proposed Revisions 
 

Also included in the above-mentioned (Report No 19/2016) were proposals to further revise the 
Scheme to realign SPC responsibilities to take account of re-allocation of responsibilities between 
different Council Departments. In some cases proposed changes necessitated a change in the 
name of the SPC. The City Council deferred consideration of these proposed changes. Following 
further consultation with Members of the City Council, a revised SPC Scheme (copy attached) is 
now being put forward for City Council approval. I refer to discussion on this issue at last month’s 
CPG meeting and I set out below the proposed changes and the rationale for same. 
 

(1) Emergency Services  
Emergency Services which include the Fire Brigade and the DFB Emergency Ambulance 
service are currently attached to the Finance SPC. It is now proposed that a new Special 
Committee of 15 Councillors be established to deal with this very important issue, 3 
Members each from both Sinn Fein and Independents, 2 Members each from Fianna Fail, 
Fine Gael & Labour and 1 Member each from PBPA, Green Party and Left Technical Group. 
The Committee will report directly to the City Council. The Chairperson should be selected by 
the full City Council. The Committee would cover the Fire Brigade, the DFB emergency 
ambulance service, Civil Defence, fire prevention, and emergency planning for the City 
Council area.  
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The budget for this service is €100m and there are over 1,000 staff members. I consider that 
a separate Committee comprise of all Councillors is justified in the context of the importance 
of this service and its ancillary elements together with various reform programmes for the 
service currently being advanced. It will always be difficult to give adequate time to this issue 
if it is just part of a SPC that has many other functions to address. The Special Committee 
would be administered and served by Brendan Kenny, Deputy Chief Executive and by 
management in Dublin Fire Brigade and would report directly to the City Council by way of 
breviate of each meeting. Dr Caroline McMullan of Dublin City University who has particular 
expertise in the area of emergency planning will be invited to attend the meetings of this new 
committee.  

 
(2) Tourism 
These issues are currently attached to the Planning SPC. I consider that it is more 
appropriate that they be attached to the Economic Development and Enterprise SPC where 
there is already a Sub Committee established to work on tourism issues in Dublin. There is a 
close and strategic connection between these two issues and all the work being done on 
Events and Festivals which comes under the remit of the Arts SPC. It will be important to 
ensure that both SPC’s link up appropriately on Tourism, International Relations, Events and 
Festivals. I am proposing that Tourism should move from the Planning SPC to Economic 
Development and Enterprise SPC but Events and Festivals should stay with the Arts SPC. 

 
(3) Community 
Currently this issue is attached to the Arts SPC, but because this SPC has a very wide range 
of other issues, Community does not get the time or attention that is both necessary and 
appropriate. In addition over recent years the Community Development function at a strategic 
level has become particularly focussed on the new programmes on SICAP, PPN, and LECP 
which are addressed on an ongoing basis by the Local Community Development Committee 
(LCDC) The more traditional role of Community Development in the City - Community Grants 
and local community initiatives - are handled in the main by the Area Committees and I see 
this situation continuing. Therefore I am proposing that Community Development issues such 
as SICAP. LECP, Partnership Companies, Youth/Children policies should be moved from the 
Arts SPC to the Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) which reports directly to 
the City Council. 

 
(4) Markets and Casual Trading 
In the main these issues are currently handled by the Arts SPC but I consider it is more 
appropriate for them to be dealt with by the Economic Development and Enterprise SPC. 

 
I am therefore recommending that a Committee, to be entitled the ‘Special Committee on 
Emergency Services’, be set up as outlined above. I also recommend that certain responsibilities be 
transferred between SPCs or to that Special Committee as outlined above and incorporated into the 
attached revised Dublin City Council SPC Scheme 2014 – 2019. Some changes in the titles of certain 
SPCs are also included in the revised Scheme in line with the transfer of responsibilities as set out 
above. 
 
The revised Dublin City Council SPC Scheme 2014 – 2019 as set out in the attached Appendix is 
recommended to the City Council for approval.  
 
 
 
Owen P Keegan 
Chief Executive 
Dublin City Council              Dated this 1st day of February 2016 
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Appointment of Chairs Designate 
 
Dublin City Council at it’s meeting on 23rd June 2014 established seven SPCs and appointed 
Councillors to be the Chairs Designate to each SPC as follows : 
 

Mary Freehill  Arts, Culture, Recreation and Community SPC (replaced by Rebecca 
Moynihan on the 5th October 2015) 

Paul McAuliffe Economic Development & Enterprise SPC 
Naoise O Muirí Environment SPC 
Ruairi McGinley Finance & Emergency Services SPC 
Criona Ni Dhalaigh Housing SPC (replaced by Daithi Doolan on the 6th July 2015) 
Andrew Montague Planning & International Relations SPC 
Ciaran Cuffe Transportation SPC 

 
Councillor Membership of the SPCs 
Councillors were appointed to the SPCs at meetings on the 7th July, 1st September and 22nd 

September 2014. The following is the complete list :- 

Membership of Strategic Policy Committees 2014 – 2019 

Name of Committee Councillor Cllrs 
Sectoral 
Members Total  

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Mary Freehill        

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Vincent Jackson       

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Gary Gannon       

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Damian O’Farrell       

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC John Lyons       

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Rebecca Moynihan (Chair)       

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Jim O’Callaghan       

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Kate O’Connell       

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Séamas McGrattan       

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Emma Murphy       

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Greg Kelly       

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Séan Haughey       

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Áine Clancy       

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Claire Byrne 14 7 21 

Economic Dev & Enterprise SPC Paul McAuliffe (Chair)       

Economic Dev & Enterprise SPC Vacant       

Economic Dev & Enterprise SPC Tina MacVeigh       

Economic Dev & Enterprise SPC Deirdre Heney       

Economic Dev & Enterprise SPC Alison Gilliland       

Economic Dev & Enterprise SPC Brendan Carr       

Economic Dev & Enterprise SPC Gaye Fagan       

Economic Dev & Enterprise SPC Noeleen Reilly       

Economic Dev & Enterprise SPC Kate O’Connell       

Economic Dev & Enterprise SPC Noel Rock 10 5 15 

Environment SPC Naoise Ó Muirí (Chair)       

Environment SPC Andrew Keegan       

Environment SPC Catherine Ardagh       

Environment SPC Ciaran O’Moore       

Environment SPC Denise Mitchell       

Environment SPC Declan Flanagan       

Environment SPC Claire Byrne       

Environment SPC Michael O’Brien       

Environment SPC Mannix Flynn       

Environment SPC Brid Smith 10 5 15 
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Membership of Strategic Policy Committees 2014 – 2019 

Name of Committee Councillor Cllrs 
Sectoral 
Members Total  

Finance SPC Ruairi McGinley (Chair)       

Finance SPC Nial Ring       

Finance SPC Paddy Bourke       

Finance SPC Brid Smith       

Finance SPC Mícheál Mac Donncha       

Finance SPC Noeleen Reilly       

Finance SPC Larry O’Toole       

Finance SPC Ray McAdam       

Finance SPC Brendan Carr       

Finance SPC Dermot Lacey       

Finance SPC Tom Brabazon       

Finance SPC Paddy McCartan 12 6 18 

Housing SPC Críona Ní Dhálaigh        

Housing SPC Christy Burke       

Housing SPC Cieran Perry       

Housing SPC Pat Dunne       

Housing SPC Sonya Stapleton       

Housing SPC Ray McAdam       

Housing SPC Anthony Connaghan       

Housing SPC Chris Andrews       

Housing SPC David Costello       

Housing SPC Patrick Costello       

Housing SPC Alison Gilliland       

Housing SPC Noel Rock       

Housing SPC Daithí Doolan (Chair)       

Housing SPC Tina MacVeigh       

Housing SPC Gary Gannon       

Housing SPC Janice Boylan 16 8 24 

Planning, International Relations & Property Dev SPC Andrew Montague (Chair)       

Planning, International Relations & Property Dev SPC Éilis Ryan       

Planning, International Relations & Property Dev SPC Áine Clancy       

Planning, International Relations & Property Dev SPC Daithí De Róiste       

Planning, International Relations & Property Dev SPC Cathleen Carney Boud       

Planning, International Relations & Property Dev SPC Kieran Binchy       

Planning, International Relations & Property Dev SPC Dermot Lacey       

Planning, International Relations & Property Dev SPC Críona Ní Dhálaigh       

Planning, International Relations & Property Dev SPC Janice Boylan       

Planning, International Relations & Property Dev SPC Patrick Costello 10 5 15 

Transportation SPC Ciaran Cuffe (Chair)       

Transportation SPC Paul Hand       

Transportation SPC Teresa Keegan       

Transportation SPC Frank Kennedy       

Transportation SPC Paddy Smyth       

Transportation SPC Paddy McCartan       

Transportation SPC Larry O’Toole       

Transportation SPC Ray McHugh       

Transportation SPC Jane Horgan-Jones       

Transportation SPC Kieran Binchy 
   Transportation SPC Ciaran O’Moore 
   Transportation SPC Mannix Flynn 12 6 18 
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Sectoral Membership of the SPCs 
 

Sectoral organisations were selected by the Councillor Membership of the SPCs and were 

appointed to the SPCs at a meeting on the 22nd September 2014.  

The following is a complete list :- 

APPROVED SECTORAL ORGSANISATIONS 

Strategic Policy Committee  Name of Selected Applicant Body 

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Public Participation Network 

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Irish Sports Council 

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Royal Irish Academy of Music 

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Children’s Books Ireland 

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC The Little Museum of Dublin 

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC Dublin Theatre Festival 

Arts, Culture & Recreation SPC NCBI 

Economic Development & Enterprise SPC  The Temple Bar Company 

Economic Development & Enterprise SPC  Assoc. of Consulting Engineers in Ireland (ACEI) 

Economic Development & Enterprise SPC  Inner City Enterprise (ICE) 

Economic Development & Enterprise SPC  Small Firms Association 

Economic Development & Enterprise SPC  Dublinia Ltd. 

Environment SPC Public Participation Network 

Environment SPC Public Participation Network 

Environment SPC An Taisce – the National Trust for Ireland 

Environment SPC Disability Federation of Ireland (DFI) 

Environment SPC Docklands Business Forum 

Finance SPC  Public Participation Network 

Finance SPC IBEC 

Finance SPC Dublin Chamber of Commerce 

Finance SPC Dublin City Business Association 

Finance SPC ICTU 

Finance SPC  Dublin City University (Dr Caroline McMullan) 

Housing SPC  Alone Organisation 

Housing SPC  Peter McVerry Trust 

Housing SPC  Disability Federation of Ireland (DFI) 

Housing SPC  Threshold Limited 

Housing SPC  The Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland 

Housing SPC  Dublin Simon Community 

Housing SPC  Irish Council for Social Housing (ICSH) 

Housing SPC  Ballyfermot Travellers Action Project 

Planning & Development SPC Kim Mulligan, Chambers Ireland 

Planning & Development SPC Public Participation Network 

Planning & Development SPC Irish Planning Institute 

Planning & Development SPC An Taisce – the National Trust for Ireland 

Planning & Development SPC John McGrane from the British/Irish Chamber 

 
APPROVED SECTORAL ORGSANISATIONS (contd) 
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AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR EACH OF THE SEVEN SPCs 

The following areas of responsibility were approved for each SPC by the City Council at its Meeting 

on the 23rd June 2014 :- 

 

(1) ARTS, CULTURE, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SPC 

 Area partnerships To LCDC   

 Archives 

 Arts 

 Casual Trading  To Economic Development & Enterprise SPC 

 Community Development  To LCDC 

 Control of Horses & Dogs 

 Culture  

 Events & Festivals 

 Galleries 

 Higher Education Grants 

 Libraries 

 Museums 

 Music  

 Parks and Open Spaces 

 Natural Environment 

 School Meals 

 Social Inclusion/Integration To LCDC 

 Sports and Recreation Centres 

 Sports Development 

 Youth Development & Policies To LCDC 

 
(2) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ENTERPRISE SPC  

 Casual Trading from Arts SPC 

 Economic Development 

 Enterprise Support 

 Tourism  From Planning SPC 

 Markets (additional Item) 

 
(3) ENVIRONMENT SPC 

 Air/ Water (Raw) Quality 

 Environmental Protection 

 Environmental Sustainability 

 Waste Management 

 Surface water Drainage 

 Flood Protection 

 Litter Management 
 
(4) HOUSING SPC 

 Architecture 

Strategic Policy Committee  Name of Selected Applicant Body 

Transportation SPC  NCBI 

Transportation SPC  Public Participation Network 

Transportation SPC  Dublin City Business Association 

Transportation SPC  Irish Road Haulage Association 

Transportation SPC  Dublin Cycling Campaign 

Transportation SPC Dublin BIDs Co 
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 Housing Issues – General, Supply, Refugees, Travellers, Welfare, Disability, Homeless 
and Standards 

 
(5) FINANCE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES SPC  

 Finance  

 Motor Tax 

 Rates  

 Procurement 

 Risk Management 

 Audit Committee (minutes only) 

 Corporate Governance 

 Annual Financial Statement 

 Budget – Capital & Revenue 

 Emergency Planning To Special Committee for Emergency Services 

 Dublin Fire Brigade  To To Special Committee for Emergency Services 

 Local Property Tax 
 
( 6) PLANNING,  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT SPC 

 Property Management 

 Strategic Projects 

 Forward Planning 

 Planning Services 

 Development Management 

 International Relations  

 Regional Planning Guidelines 

 Urban Renewal 

 Heritage 

 Conservation 

 Archaeology 

 Building Control 

 Tourism  To Economic Development & Enterprise SPC  
 
(7) TRANSPORTATION SPC 

 Cycling  

 Environmental Traffic Planning 

 Parking Control and Enforcement  

 Pedestrian Facilities 

 Public Transport 

 Roads & Road Safety 

 School Wardens 

 Taxi Ranks 

 Traffic Control and Management 

 Public Lighting 

 Fleet Management 

 Commercial / Goods Movement 
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National Contact Points of Key Stakeholders 

 

Pillar 
 

Name & Address Telephone and e-mail 

Business Kim Mulligan 01-4004300 

 Chambers Ireland 
22-24 Lower Mount Street 
Dublin 2 
 
 

kim.mulligan@chambers.ie 
 

Trade Unions Fergus Whelan 01-8897777 

 Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions (ICTU) 
Head Office 
31-32 Parnell Square 
Dublin 1 
 
 

9helan.whelan@ictu.ie 
 

Environment Michael Ewing 071-9667373 

 
Now included in 
PPN 

Environment Pillar – 
Coordinator 
Knockvicar 
Boyle 
Co Roscommon 
 
 

michael@environmentalpillar.ie 

 

Dublin City Public 
Participation 
Network (PPN) 

Ms Bernie Doherty,  
Dublin City PPN 
Block 3, Floor 1 
Civic Offices, 
Wood Quay, 
Dublin 8 
 

01-2222855    or     01-2225081 

ppn@dublincity.ie 
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                    Environment and Transportation Department, 
                                                            Block 2, Floor 6,      
                                                          Civic Offices, 
                                                           Dublin 8. 
 

                                                                 20th April 2016. 

To Each Member of the 
Environment Strategic Policy Committee 
 

Dublin Waste to Energy (DWtE) Project  

 
1 Construction Status 
 
Construction remains on schedule for completion in Q3 2017.  

1.1 Progress to Date 

 
Progress in the key areas are summarised below: 
 

Construction 

 There are currently approximately 460 contractors on site at any point in time.  
 

 Construction is currently programmed on a 24/7 basis. 
 

 PM Group Limited, the civil designer and construction manager continue to manage and 

monitor all construction activity on site.  

o The main focus of PM Group and their subcontractors remains: 

 the installation and fit out of the floors of the administration building, 
 works associated with the installation of the buildings’ exterior cladding. 

 

 Hitachi Zosen Inova (HZI), the process systems designer continue to manage all process 

equipment installation and facility commissioning through to the commencement of 

operations 

o The main focus of HZI and their subcontractors activities are: 
 installation of both boiler lines of the facility, 
 installation of the process equipment, 
 inspection and review of process equipment manufacturing.  
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Site Aerial View Looking Southwest March 2016 (Copyright PML) 

 

 

Site Aerial View Looking Southeast March 2016 (Copyright PML) 
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2 Environmental Impact 
 

Environmental monitoring and mitigation measures continued to be implemented during the 

construction phase of the DWtE facility, the construction phase environmental report for quarter 1 

(January – March) 2016 will be available in the coming weeks and will be available for download at 

the Dublin Waste to Energy Website.  

 

3 Community Liaison  
 
The closing date for applications for the Projects Grant Scheme 2016 for the Irishtown, Ringsend & 
Sandymount catchment area was the 31st March. The Administrator to the Community Gain Liaison 
Committee is currently validating applications received.  The Community Gain Liaison Committee will 
meet in May and will assess the valid applications which may be approved for funding. 
 
 
4 Compliance with statutory consents 
 

There are no non-compliance issues to report. 

 
Declan Wallace 
Director of Traffic 
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Dublin City Flood Risk Management 
Environmental SPC  9th March 2016 

  Gerard O’Connell, Engineer-in-Charge, 
  Regional Projects & Flood Advisory Office, 
  Dublin City Council. 
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Contents 

 
1. Dublin Flooding Initiative 
Multiple hazards -single strategy. 

 
2. Dublin City Pluvial Flooding Study 
Quantifying a new urban flood risk 

 
3. Implementation to date 
Bridging the city scale forecasting gap 
Managing exceedence 

 
4. Conclusions & Next Steps 
Administrative & functional changes 
Community Resilience & Adaptation 
 

 

                     Pluvial Flooding Clanmoyle Road 2008  
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1. Dublin Flooding Initiative (DFI) 
 

     Evolution of DFI Strategy. 
• Established 2002 following major coastal 
•  & river flooding, over 1,250 buildings flooded. 
• Modelled on Dublin Transportation Initiative. 

 
• Up to 1990’s -more roads. 
• This was unsustainable. 
• Dublin Flooding Initiative (Pluvial): 

 
• Sustainable Drainage Systems. 
• “Roads as Rivers and Streets as Streams”. 
• Water Sensitive Urban Design. 
• DFI has been a central DCC theme in several 
 EU Interreg projects. 

 
 
 

Activity, 2002/2016 –a strategic progression: 
• Reliance on structural defences. 
• Integration of defence and response. 
• Spatial Planning & Adaptation. 
• Community Resilience. 
• Flood Forecasting 
 
        The five pillars of the DFI: 
• 1.Dublin’s five major flood risks 
• 2.Irish National frameworks 
• 3.All Hazards Major Emergency Plans 
• 4.EU Partnerships & Learning Alliances 
• 5.Other Learning & Support Alliances eg. 

SMART Cities 
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Dublin’s 5 Major Flood Risks 

• 1. Fluvial or river flooding. 

• 2. Tidal Flooding 

• 3. Drainage Network Flooding 

• 4. Pluvial, Monster Rain, Thunderstorm Flooding. 

• 5. Dam Breach Flooding. 

• 6 Combinations of these types of Flooding. 
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Surfacewater Management 
• Surface Water Maintenance Unit comprises: 
• 1 Engineer part-time 
• 1 Inspector 
• 2 Assistant Inspectors 
• 16 General Operatives 

 
• Operating a fleet of: 
• 1 Gully Jet Vactor 
• 2 Gully Machines 
• 6 Small Vans 
• 1 Minijet Van 
• 1 Traffic Management Van 
• 1 CCTV Van 
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Surface Water Maintenance Unit  
 Remit: 
• To regularly clean and maintain the 

55,000+ gullies throughout the City. 
• Several cleaning programmes tailored 

to the frequency of cleaning required  
• At a minimum, every gully cleaned 

once every 12-18 months and 
problematic gullies/areas cleaned as 
frequently as every 4-6 weeks 

• Crews respond to flood alerts in 
advance by cleaning known flood 
zones and during flood events by 
patrolling flood zones to clear 
blocked gullies and river racks. 
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All Hazards Major Emergency Plan 
 

• FORECASTS 
• Drainage Procedures 
• Drainage and Surface Water & Flood Management –

“Trigger Divisions” 
• Flood issues –housekeeping & Flood Risk 

Management. 
• Prevention & management of floods 
• Forecasting & monitoring. 
• Liaison with other agencies ( eg. Met Eireann, OPW, 

ESB) 
 

• FLOOD INCIDENTS & EVENTS 
• Flood Emergency Plan 
• LA Lead Authority over HSE & AGS (floods) 
• Flood Risk Management of Flood events within DCC 

corporate capabilities. 
• Liaison with other agencies (OPW) and Local 

Authorities. 
 

 
• Major Emergency Plan 
• LA Lead Authority (floods), Crisis Management 

Team. 
• Major Flood Emergency 
• All Hazards & Agencies 
• Flood Protocol 10 
• Other linked Plans e.g. 

–  Evacuation 
–  Rest  Halls 

 
• Activation of all Responder Agencies to deal with  
 SIGNIFICANT & MAJOR EMERGENCIES 

 
• Regional or National MEP, eg. Flooding on 

Shannon, Liffey, etc. 
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Dublin’s Coastal Flood Protection System 
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Fluvial Flooding 

• Tolka Scheme complete. 

• Dodder Works ongoing. 

• Poddle preferred option 

• Camac re-evaluation. 

• Liffey CFRAMS reports. 

• Santry Phase1 complete 
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Pluvial Flood Alleviation 
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Pluvial Flooding Storm Family D 
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Network cannot cope with rainfall and will result in guaranteed flooding 
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Five Pluvial Pilot Areas 
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Flood Alerting & Warning 
Flood Alerting & Warning Systems Outlined  
• Technologies available, Met Eireann, EFAS, OCC, 

Triton, EPA, etc.  
• New Technologies: SMART cities, IBM, Intel, OPW, 

Universities, etc. 
• Integration of the existing rain gauge network. 
• Proposed expansion of the existing Dublin rain 

gauge and flood monitoring network. 
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24th October 2011, Antecedent event, 
plus Fluvial, Tidal, Pluvial flooding P
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Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems, SuDS 
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Global Warming 
• 120 millimetres of sea level rise 

recorded in Dublin Bay over last 16 
years quadrupling flood risk. 
 

• 5% Increase in rainfall recorded by Met 
Eireann over last 20 years leading to 
increased river flows. 
 

• Increased thunderstorm activity over 
City last 10 years. 
 

• More pressure on ageing drainage 
network.  
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High Tides 

• High tide on 26/1/2016 

• In Top 10 on record. 

• Close on a 1 metre surge in Dublin Bay on top of a 
medium to high tide. 

• Had surge happened on top of a high tide, there 
would have been extensive flooding at Clontarf 
and large areas of southside. 
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Sandbag Policy 
• Sandbags both large and small 

have very limited use in flood 
defence, particularly in resisting 
wave action. 

• Their deployment requires a 
significant lead-in time. 

• DCC does not have resources to 
deploy them other than to a very 
limited number of locations. 

• Currently limited sandbag stocks 
are available in Clontarf, 
Sandymount & Glendhu Park. 
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Community Resilience & Adaptation 

• Private property owners are responsible for their 
own flood defence. 

• Rivers and coastal riparian owners. 

• Flood resilience construction and individual 
property protection in flood plains. 

• Flood Insurance, permanent property flood 
measures. 
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City Flood Assessment Group, FLAG 
 

• 1. If flood is threatened or likely the FLAG meets 
to assess risk 

• Imminence & magnitude. 
 

• 2. FLAG comprises: 
• Drainage Executive Manager , 6 Senior Duty Engineers, 
• 2 Technical Support Personnel. 
• Drainage & Surfacewater Management Operational Sections 
• Flood Watch (Gerard O’Connell & Michael Curtis), issue  reports. 

 

• 3. Assesses severity of flood risk &: 
• Develops action plan (& escalation if required): 
• Notifies Acting  City Engineer, Chief Executive, Chief Fire Officer 

and other agencies. 
• Indicates if escalation of the Major Emergency Plan is 

anticipated. 
• All flood types & combinations. 
• Councillors’ Communications Plan 

 

• 4.FLAG will: 
• Monitor minor events. 
• Re-Convene several times as major event unfolds 
• Advise when the hazard has passed.  
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Next Steps? 
1.  National/Regional Flood Forecasting Agency 

 
• Back after winter flooding, but it is surmised that DCC 

will continue to generate their own for forecasts for the 
foreseeable future. 

• Unique local knowledge & track record of coastal 
forecasting. 
 

2.  New Technologies 
 

• New flood cameras 
• Expansion of rainguage and river monitoring network 
• SMART Cities, IBM, Intel, Universities linkages for new 

technologies.  
 

3.  Community Resilience 
 

• Householders to put in place their own domestic flood 
prevention measures. Measures available on Dublin 
City Council website. 
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  Any Questions? 
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Councillor Jim O’Callaghan 

“In the wake of the devastation which has been wreaked on both the west coast of Ireland and the 
midlands in recent weeks arising from the stormy weather, and having regard to the risks arising 
from high tides and further stormy weather in the coming months, this Council resolves that the 
Council shall act to ensure that residents along the sea in Sandymount, Irishtown and Ringsend are 
given adequate protection from the risk of flooding, and notes, in particular, that the system 
whereby a small number of sandbags are left at gates or made available for collection in containers 
in car parks along the Strand is inadequate in circumstances where: 

 1) the relevant car parks are the first areas closed off so cars must be parked on the road which in 
itself is a traffic hazard; 

2) there is quite a distance to carry the bags to the cars; 

3) Most people can only carry one bag at a time as they are quite heavy. Many, for various reasons, 
are not in a position to carry a bag at all; and  

4) Many cars can take only circa five bags whereas the requirements in all cases will be for many, 
many more bags.  

 This Council notes further that the alternative to proving comprehensive protection, which is the risk 
of catastrophic flooding, especially given the intensity of such storms in winter 2015/16, is 
unacceptable.” 

Reply 
 
Dublin City Dublin City Council maintains a strategic stock of around 9,000 sandbags at various 
locations throughout the city including Clontarf, Sandymount, Glendhu Park, and the drainage 
depots at Marrowbone Lane and Bannow Road. The stocks at these sites are maintained for 
strategic purposes and play a useful role in areas when dealing with flood events which have 
sufficient advance warning.  
 
The provision of sandbag stores at specific locations around the City that could be accessed locally 
by residents on foot of flood warnings would require considerable investment by the City Council to 
manage and maintain. The unpredictable nature of flood warnings throughout the year would result 
in sandbags being deployed more often than required, leading to the unnecessary expense of 
maintaining the required stock of bags at each location. The transportation and placement of 
sandbags from local containers would still require a considerable effort by local residents and they 
would be unlikely to be in position in time to prevent flooding to most properties subject to sudden 
rainfall events.  Furthermore, if sandbags were deployed at certain locations, there is no guarantee 
that the people who need them will get them. During a flood, panic generally sets in, and those who 
are not in risk of flood could easily exhaust the supply of bags at the expense of those in need. 
Owners of properties that are at risk of flooding are encouraged to keep where possible, their own 
stock of empty sandbags together with sufficient stocks of sand to fill bags at times of potential 
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flooding. Preferably owners should invest in the provision of suitable proprietary flood gates and 
covers to protect openings such as doors, windows and vents. The prime responsibility for protecting 
premises lies with the property owner. 
 
General advice to property owners on dealing with floods is provided by the OPW in booklet format 
and on the website www.flooding.ie. The OPW advice recommends property owners at risk of 
flooding to have a supply of sandbags close at hand. The advice notes also acknowledge that 
sandbags can be difficult to deploy during flood events and can also pose health risks if 
contaminated with sewage.  
 
Dublin City Council on its webpage http://www.dublincity.ie/floodprotection dealing with Flood 
Protection gives a link to Property Flood protection which gives guidance on the various types of 
flood protection devices available on the market and also an indicative price list for protection 
measures and a list of suppliers. 
 
Dublin City Council has in place a Flooding Advisory Group that carry out risk assessments on the 
various tide levels throughout the year. It needs to be pointed out that over the Christmas period 
during the various storms, tidal surges in Dublin Bay reached 800 millimetres. Had these storm 
surges coincided with higher astro tides and accompanied by high winds and waves, it is likely that 
significant property flooding at Clontarf and Sandymount would have occurred irrespective of the 
amount of sand bagging. 

 

 
Declan Wallace 
Director of Traffic 
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Item No 12 
 

Motion referred from the Protocol Committee’s January meeting 
“The Manager then referred to a report to be circulated re Postering. Members    
expressed their displeasure at the recurring breaches of the Postering Protocols and 
requested that enforcement action be taken, They further requested that the 
Environment SPC examine current bye-laws, especially in relation to public meetings 
held by politicians and resultant posters.”  

 

Reply 
 
The present Protocol for the Erection of Temporary Posters/Notices on Dublin City Council Property 
to Advertise Public Meetings and Events, has been in place since February 2014. This protocol was 
approved by the Environment and Engineering SPC.  
Applications to erect posters are processed through the Administration Section of the Environment 
& Transportation Department.   
At the outset I would preface the comments by saying that we are currently in a particularly active 
period for postering in the weeks leading up to the General Election ( though election postering is 
covered by separate legislation and is not subject to the protocol ) and it would be expected that 
postering for “meetings” would greatly decrease following the election .   
The difficulties currently being experienced include the following ; 
 

 The name and picture of the individual hosting the meeting taking up more than the allowed 

maximum 25% of the poster 

 Not adhering to the requirement for a minimum of 75% of the poster layout to be concerned 

only with details of the meeting  

 Posters not being erected the required minimum 2.3 metres above footpaths, cycle tracks or 

any other area to which pedestrians have access 

 Applications not being submitted the required 7 working days ahead of the proposed date 

for erection of the posters 

 Notice of Intent not being properly completed, particularly regarding insurance details  

 Posters/notices promoting commercial events (including charity events, which involve any 

element of fundraising or entry fees) are prohibited and some applicants have difficulty 

accepting this decision. 

Applications from Councillors, Oireachtas Members and Election Candidates , in relation to the 
advertising of public meetings, are causing the most difficulties, particularly with regard to size and 
layout of the posters and also the fact that they are not being erected properly, i.e. at a minimum 
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height of 2.3 metres above footpaths. Some applicants have repeatedly taken issue with being 
restricted to 25% of the poster for name and picture.  
 
Many of the applications received are not in accordance with the protocol, particularly with regard 
to the layout. The name and picture of the individual hosting the meeting are often far in excess of 
the agreed 25% of the poster.  
 
There is no doubt that applicants will try to push the boundaries in relation to the restrictions. 
Recently one applicant had left a large margin at the top of the poster above the photo in the same 
background colour as the photo thus making the photo (with background) well in excess of the 25% 
but still within the rules of the protocol if not the spirit. 
 
154 applications were received in 2015, 88 of which were from public representatives. 
Approx. 30 applications have been received this year so far, mostly from public representatives. 
 Enforcement of the protocol is carried out by the Litter Wardens.  
 
It is recommended that a further review of the Protocol be initiated in the months following the 
General Election .  
 
Declan Wallace, 
A/Director of Traffic 
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